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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Rock climbing on the Malvern Hills is documented in the 1995 Cicerone 
guidebook West Midlands Rock by Doug Kerr. Climbs on the smaller outcrops 
were omitted from this guidebook and some crag development since that date 
mean that an up to date record of climbs in Topo format will not be out of place. 
The year of the first known ascent is given for each climb. The climbs are all 
situated on the northern section of the Malvern Hills between the Wyche Cutting 
and North Malvern. 
 
Roger Smith, Malvern, December 2005 
 
email: roger@adventuresmith.co.uk 
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BMC PARTICIPATION STATEMENT  
 

The British Mountaineering Council recognises that climbing, mountaineering and 
related activities are activities with a danger of personal injury or death. 

Participants in these activities should be aware of and accept these risks and be 
responsible for their own involvement. 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Topo guide to The Malvern Hills ÓÓÓÓ Roger Smith 2005          www.westmidlandsrock.co. uk 3

 
 
 
 
 
 

CLIM BIN G SITES
ON  TH E MA LVE RN
HILL S

8. B room hill
Qu arry

5. de Wal den Roc ks

9. We stmin ster  Ar m s Quar ry

4. T he Nos e

1 Kilometre 1. U pp er  Wyc he
Qu arry

2. R ushy
Va lley

Priory
Chu rch

3. Na ml es s
Roc ks

6. Ivy
Scar

7. Re servo ir Wa ll

CO LWA LL

WO RCESTER

W ES T MAL VERN  R OAD

W YCHE ROAD

W ORCE ST ER SH IR E BEAC ON

 
 
 
 
 



Topo guide to The Malvern Hills ÓÓÓÓ Roger Smith 2005          www.westmidlandsrock.co. uk 4

 
UPPER TOLLGATE (WYCHE) QUARRY 

 

  
 

Above: Pitch 2: 50 ft 4b 
 

 

 
 

Above: Pitch 1: 70ft   5a 
 

Tollgate Arete              E1 5a 4b (1978) 
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RUSHY VALLEY 

 
Rushy Valley is situated south of St Ann’s Well. Rushy Valley boulder is next to 
the main path and Overhanging Wall is about 50 metres uphill. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

1 Boulder Route 1  V Diff   (1979) 
2 Boulder Route 2  V Diff   (1979) 
3 Rushy Wall   V Diff   (1979) 
4 Overhanging Wall  Severe 4a  (1949) 
5 Rushy Arete   V Diff   (1979) 
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3 Rushy Wall   V Diff   (1979) 
4 Overhanging Wall  Severe 4a  (1949) 
5 Rushy Arete  V Diff   (1979) 

                      6  Rushy Crack          V Diff                       (1979) 
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NAMELESS ROCKS 
 

Situated on the north side of Happy Valley just above the North Walk between St 
Ann’s Well and Ivy Scar. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Groove , The Edge  and The Crawl  date from 1949 and the others from 
1979. 
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THE NOSE 

 
 

This is the prow of rock on the south-eastern flank of North Hill midway between 
North Walk and de Walden Drive. It is clearly seen above the North Walk 
between Ivy Scar and Happy Valley. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

All climbs completed in 1979 
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DE  WALDEN ROCKS 
 

 

 
 
 

1 Route 1   V Diff   (1979) 
2 Route 2   Severe 4a  (1979) 
3 Route 3   V Diff   (1979) 
4 Route 4   Mod   (1979) 
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IVY SCAR 
 

Ivy Buttress  
 
 

 
 
 

1 Ivy Buttress    Hard Severe 4a (Wilfred Noyce 1949) 
2 Ivy Buttress Direct   VS 4c   (1979) 
3 Poison Ivy   E1 5b   (1982) 
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IVY SCAR 
 

Right-hand side 
 
 

 
 
 

2 Ivy Buttress Direct   VS 4c  (1979) 
3 Poison Ivy    E1 5b  (1982) 
4 The Hangover   HVS 4c     (1943) 
5 The Original Route   VS 4b  (1943) 
6 The Sidle    Severe 4a (1943) 
7 The Slide    VS 4b  (1979) 
8 Strong Persuader    HVS 5a (1979) 
9 The Sidel    H Severe 4a (1979) 

 
 
 
 

�������	�
��
�
���������������������������� ��� ����������
���
�����	���������� � ����
���������	
���
���

�	��	��� ������������ ��������	
��
������������� �
 
 
 
 
 



Topo guide to The Malvern Hills ÓÓÓÓ Roger Smith 2005          www.westmidlandsrock.co. uk 12

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

RESERVOIR WALL 
 
 
 

 
 

1 Central Groove   E1 5a 
2 Right Groove   HVS 4c 
3 Reservoir Cracks   VS 4b 
4 The Prow    HVS 5a 
5 Reservoir Dogs   5b/c 
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BROOMHILL QUARRY   

 
This is no longer known as Broomhill Hotel Quarry  as the hotel bearing that 
name has closed; the quarry is now simply referred to as Broomhill Quarry. 
Access to the quarry is up the track just to the left of a letter box set in the wall. 

 
 

 
 
 
1 Jennie Said I Could     Severe 4a 
2 Syringe      VS 4c 
3 We Know The Meaning of Cleaning   Hard Severe 4b/c 
4 Smack      E2 5b 
 
 
�������	�
��
�
���������������������������� ������� ����������
���
�����	���������� � ���� ����
�����	
���
���

�	��	��� ������������ ��������	
��
������������� ��
�
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topo guide to The Malvern Hills ÓÓÓÓ Roger Smith 2005          www.westmidlandsrock.co. uk 14

 
 

 
 

WESTMINSTER ARMS QUARRY 
 
 

Approach by parking close to St James’ School in West Malvern. Take the steep 
rising tarmac road in an easterly direction, it soon becomes a gravel track; turn 
right onto another track at the water trough and follow this uphill for 100 metres 
and the quarry is just off to the left with an obvious grassy quarry floor. The rock 
is generally of good quality, especially low down.  
 
It may be good practice to place rope anchors at the top of many of the climbs 
since the ground at the top is suspect in places. There are a number of 
trees/shrubs set back that provide suitable anchors.  

 
 
 

 
 

GENERAL VIEW 
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RIGHT WING 
 

 
 
 

CENTRAL AREA 
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LEFT WING 
 

 
 

WESTMINSTER ARMS QUARRY 
 

ROUTE OUTLINES/GRADES 
 

1 Parliament Wall          VS 4c   (2002) 
1a Hung Parliament   HVS 5a  (2002) 
1b Right Wing    VS 4c   (2002) 
2 Big Ben – route 1   Severe 4a  (2003) 
3 Big Ben – route 2   HVS 5a  (2003) 
4 Abbey 1    Mod/Diff  (1997) 
5 Abbey 2    Mod/Diff  (1997) 
6 Abbey 3    Diff   (1997) 
7 Abbey 4    Severe 4a  (1997) 
8 Abbey Traverse   5a   (2002) 
9/9a Left Wing    V diff   (2002) 

 
Comments and any feedback to: roger@adventuresmith.co.uk  

 
 
 

ADDENDUM 
 

WESTMINSTER ARMS QUARRY 
 

NEW ROUTE 
 

Jo     VS 4a 
A line between Parliament Wall and Hung  
Parliament, poorly protected.  
First ascent Ryan Atkinson and Mark  
Atkinson 20/7/08. 
 
Line marked in red, see topo on right. 

 
 
 
 

Ó Roger Smith 2005 
 

 


